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Jackson: Reflections on Reading

REFLEC TIONS ON READING

Professor John E. Jackson is the Naval War College’s program manager

T

for the Chief of Naval Operations Professional Reading Program.

he Chief of Naval Operations Professional Reading Program (CNO-PRP) is designed to enhance the professionalism of all sailors by encouraging them to read
books related to the history and heritage of military service, as well as books that
provide insights into the challenges of a career in the U.S. Navy. After considering
hundreds of suggestions for books to be added to the program for its 2012 update,
the CNO accepted the recommendations of the CNO-PRP advisory committee that
eighteen books be designated as “essential reading” for all sailors. Fully a third of these
books were written by current or former naval officers and senior enlisted sailors.
Execute against Japan, by Lieutenant Joel Holwitt, USN, was written by an
active-duty Submarine Warfare Officer. Lieutenant Holwitt recounts how, less
than five hours after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, a telegram from the
U.S. Chief of Naval Operations ordered, “Execute against Japan unrestricted air
and submarine warfare.” In a matter of hours the United States thus abandoned its
long-standing adherence to freedom of the seas, under which commercial vessels
were immune from attack. From that moment, the American war effort in the
Pacific would target not only military assets but all Japanese shipping.
In the Shadow of Greatness, by Naval Academy graduates Joshua Welle, John
Ennis, Katherine Kranz, and Graham Plaster, is a fascinating book that provides a
glimpse into the lives of some of the post-9/11 generation of warriors. The stories
of the Naval Academy class of 2002 are representative of an entire generation of
sailors and officers who volunteered for service with the knowledge that they
would serve in combat. Each story depicted in this book provides a glimpse into
the lives of modern-day military officers faced with unique challenges.
Navigating the Seven Seas, by retired master chief Melvin G. Williams, Sr.,
and Vice Admiral Melvin G. Williams, Jr., showcases important leadership lessons from the first African American father and son to have served at the top in
the U.S. Navy. In addition to the engaging biographical content of the book, the
authors identify what they call “the Seven Cs of Leadership”: character, courage, competence, commitment, caring, community, and communicating. Each
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is explained through vivid examples that will help guide all sailors to successful
lives and Navy careers.
Red Star over the Pacific, by Dr. Toshi Yoshihara and Commander James
R. Holmes, USN (Ret.), assesses how the rise of Chinese sea power will affect
U.S. maritime strategy in Asia. Combining a close knowledge of Asia, ability
to tap Chinese-language sources, and naval combat experience and expertise
in sea-power theory, the authors argue that China is laying the groundwork for
a sustained challenge to American primacy in maritime Asia. To defend this
hypothesis they look back to Alfred Thayer Mahan’s theories, now popular with
the Chinese. Rich with historical examples and superb scholarship, this book is a
thoughtful and informative analysis on the rise of Chinese naval power.
A Sailor’s History of the U.S. Navy, by Commander Tom Cutler, USN (Ret.),
was discussed in detail in the “Reflections on Reading” department of the Autumn 2012 Review. It is one of the best “sailor-focused” books ever written about
the U.S. Navy.
Wake of the Wahoo, by Forest J. Sterling, is the heroic, true story of America’s
most daring World War II submarine, as told by one of the few surviving members of its crew, a retired chief petty officer. USS Wahoo (SS 238) was the most
successful American submarine in the World War II Pacific Fleet. This riveting
account of five combat patrols captures life on board a World War II submarine,
from the witty and inspiring deck-plates perspective of Wahoo’s yeoman.
One other book by a Navy author (one of the twenty-four CNO-PRP titles
designated as “recommended reading”) also deserves highlighting. The Seventh
Angel, by Jeff Edwards, focuses on the crew of a fictional Arleigh Burke–class destroyer and the civilian technicians operating an unmanned robot submersible
to stop a “rogue actor” armed with nuclear weapons. Edwards is a retired chief
petty officer and antisubmarine warfare specialist. His military techno-thriller
novels have been awarded the Admiral Nimitz Award, the Reader’s Choice
Award, the Clive Cussler Award, and the American Author’s Medal. The Seventh
Angel blends page-turning action and compelling characters with an informative
history on the development of rockets, intercontinental ballistic missiles, and the
challenges of ballistic missile defense.
No one knows the Navy like someone who has worn the blue and gold of naval
service. We encourage you to read any (or all!) of these great books to get a taste
of the salt water from which they were derived.

john e. jackson

(with the assistance of Commander Dan Dolan, USN)
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol66/iss2/21
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